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AN HUMBLE ATTEMPT 


(As far as Fallibility can go), from the cool Reflections 
of Religious Reaſon, not dictated by ardent Paffions, 
nor warped by the plauſible Inſinuations of Prejudice, 
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A LETTER, &e. 


Mosr HoLy FArHER! 


HE dreadful ſituation to which your 
Holineſs has been reduced, and the 
ſufferings that your pious but bigoted 
Clergy undergo from the more than ſavage 
cruelty, perſidiouſneſs, and abominable 
crimes of the impious Directory, that 
enemy of mankind, have excited the com- 
miſeration of all the world, particularly 
that of England. There the perſecuted 
ſons of the Popith Church, though inimi- 
cal both in politicks and religion, are re- 
ceived and protected with an unexampled 
ſpirit of generoſity ; which will form one 
of the brighteſt pages in the hiſtoric an- 
nals of times fo porrentous. But your un- 
impeached character, your unblemiſhed 
ſanctity, and benevolent diſpoſition, de- 
mand our love and veneration, though we 
deplore the force of that ſorcereſs Super- 
ſtition, who, ſerpent-like, has wound her- 
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felf around the Church of Rome, pierced 
it to the very centre, and left her venom 
in its moſt ſacred receſſes! From which, 


ſome have imagined that this wide-waſ- 
ting war is a judgement on the Roman- 


Catholics. 

Reflecting a conſiderable time on the 
opinions of ſome of the wiſeſt, the beſt, 
aud the moſt candid of men, who have 


{tudied the ſublime Revelation of St. John, 
which your Church acknowledge to be 


infpired by Him who knows and foreſees 
all things, I could not but apprehend they 
are now fulfilling at this alarming criſis in 
Europe, particularly in regard to what is 


_ termed the ſuperſtition of the Church of 


Rome. While with trembling hand I 
fake up my cautious pen, and venture to 
tread on holy ground, I beſeech the Holy 
Spirit ſo to direct my ſteps, that I faulter 
not in the crooked paths of error, nor 
wander in ways invective, but that the 
candour of charity may poſſeſs my mind. 
Hence my confcious ſoul, oft ruminating 
the ſubjeR, is ſtrongly impreſſed with an 
idea that the overgrown pride, tyranny, 
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and ſuperſtition, of the Church of Rome, 
which indeed were forced upon your ac- 
ceptance, are on the point of being de- 
ſtroyed, long ſinking before under the 
preſſure of abſurdity ;—that, with the 
wickedneſs of the people, they are the fa- 
tal cauſe of this abominable war ;—aad 
that, moſt Holy Father, if you take the 
noble reſolution to cleanſe, as it were, the 
Augean ſtable, and aboliſh all the crimi- 
nal ſuperſtition in your church, and re- 
ſtore the Chriſtian religion to its original 
purity, you would then, perhaps, be the 
happy inſtrument, in the hands of Provi- 
dence, to ſtop the triumphant career of 
the French banditti, invite the bleſſings of 
peace throughout Europe, and unite and 
tranquillize the whole Chriſtian world, 
and draw it together into one univerſal 
Church ! 

Such 1s the nature of man, that he can- 
not ſubſiſt in ſociety without Religion. It 
is the very bond of peace, order, and re- 
gularity, which, like attraction in the ſyſ- 
tem of Nature, holds all things together 
that elſe would fall into the confuſion of 
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chaos. Conſcience, that finely-feeling 
property of the mind, cries aloud, or ſoftly 
whiſpers, that it is the fun of the ſoul, 
without which it would be in a ſtate of 
darkneſs, and man, more fierce and cruel 
than the brute creation, by ſtrength and 
ſuperior capacity, would attack and de- 
ſtroy the weak and timid ; which is now 
exemplified by the French barbarians, 
But where there 1s a religion there will be 
a government; for, it 1s the origin of 
laws, order, and obedience, ſtill binding 
the actions of mortals to the obſervance of 
moral, civil, and religious duties, by the 
ſanctions of future rewards and puniſh- 
ment. 

But, on the one hand, ſuch is the 
pride, luxury, and ambition of human 
nature, and, on the other, ſuch its in- 
dclination to be ſuperſtitious, that an ama- 
zing perverſion of religion, though di- 
vinely inſpired, has taken place, in ſome 
meaſure, to ſuperſede its moſt beneficial 


purpoles. Hence, in the firſt ages of the 


world, when 1ts great Creator was adored 
in holy and ſacred rites, according ta a 
ſyſtem 


1 


ſyſtem revealed by himſelf, the mind, fet- 
tered in fleſh, hurried by ſtrong paſſions, 
and by all the ſenſes inclined, required 
ſymbols of the Deity in its worſhip, and 
viſible repreſentations of his attributes, 
which ſhould be only ſpiritually diſcerned. 
Thus the glorious ſun, and then its image, 
with myſterious rites and pompous cere- 
monies, invented by the arts of prieſtcraft, 
crept in, till the true religion was loſt 
ſight of, and entirely overclouded by en- 
thuſiaſtic devotees, and by the impious 
hand of daring Superſtition. This pre- 
vailed through the heathen world, tinc- 
fured the Jewith, and how has it dif- 
fered in the Chriſtian ! 

Indeed, it has been declared, if not fully 
proved, that the Popiſh church has adopt- 
ed almoſt all the abominations of the hea- 
thens under certain delicate refinements, 
made palatable to groſs ignorance, and 
pleaſing to the more elegant, while they 
were dextrouſly interwoven in the Chriſ- 
tian ſyſtem. Thus, by flattering the paſ- 
ſions, and working upon the heart of the 
weak, naturally inclined to ſuperſtition, 
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the Church has reaped all the advantages 
that the heathen temples acquired by the 
fine images of Diana, Jupiter, and Venus. 

Hence the power, authority, and ſanc- 
tity, of the heathen prieſthood became of 
ſuch vaſt importance, that emperors took 
upon themſelves the holy and ſacred title, 


at once to gain veneration and balance 


the power of the overbearing prieſthood, 
Similar to this, the ſanctimonious Popes 
acquired a more than ſacerdotal authority. 
Controlling mighty princes by their ex- 
communications, they arrogated to them- 
ſelves, in temporals, the ſovereign power 


of an independent prince, and, in ſpiri- 


tuals, the dictation almoſt of a Supreme 
Being ! 

Although it 1s one of the moſt difficult 
things in nature to break the iron chain of 
inflexible habits, and to ſacrifice the pro- 
fitable errors of ſuperſtition on the ſacred 
altar of divine Truth ;' yet, Holy Father, 
when a grand occaſion calls aloud, why 
not now aſcend the elevated tribunal of 
public good, and, in the view of all man- 
kind, 
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kind, nobly attempt a meaſure at once ſo 
uſeful and ſo glorious? 

Before I deſcend into particulars, I beg, 
moſt Holy Father, you will think of me 
as a perſon who does not mean to caſt 
upon you the leaſt diſreſpe& ; who hopes, 
with due humiliation, not to give cffence, 
by any exaggeration or wilful mifrepre- 
ſentation, to yourſelf or to any of your re- 
ſpectable Clergy, many of whom are men 
of the moſt worthy characters, though 
bound by miſtaken connexions. As this is 
only a letter, not a regular treatiſe, I 
ſhall not take up the ſeveral ſubjects in the 
regularity of peculiar order, but touch 
upon them as they may occaſionally ariſe, 
and give the outlines without laboured 
diſcuſſion, leaving that, if ever neceſſary, 
to others of ſuperior abilities and higher 
information. 

The firſt command of God, and the 
great law of nature, is to increaſe and 


multiply, which means marriage; and, 
as Milton ſays. Who forbids but our 
deſtroyer, foe to God and man ?” But 
certainly the Church of Rome ſets itſelf in 

ome 
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ſome meaſure againſt it, and fruſtrates the 
beneficent command, by not permitting 
its clergy to marry, and by conſining ſo 

many men and women under the vow of 
celibacy in monaſtic ſhades and ſecluſive 
nunneries; which, beneath the colour of 
defending them from the vices and temp. 
tations of the world, to obſerve abſtracted 
forms of ſuperſtitious piety, have been the 
fatal cauſe, among ſome good, of great 
abominations, while the whole appears 
calculated to ſtrengthen the hands of a 
worldly-minded church, by making that 
the reſervoir and fountain of profit. 

The next law of God, who declares 
himſelf, as it were, jealous of his honour, is, 
that religious worſhip ſhall not be offered 
to any thing but himſelf. Bur does not 
the Church of Rome contradi c the di- 
vine commandment, by obliging, as well 
as allowing, its prieſts and people to bow 
down to the images and pictures of its 
faints, ſome of whom are but of dubious 
character; and in ſome caſes to offer up 
prayers to them, as if they were omnipre- 
ſent? It is faid in excuſe it is only done to 
bring 
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bring thoſe holy perſons into remembrance. 
But why attempt to make intermediate in- 
terceſlors, if it were poſſible, hike the hea- 
thens with their inferior gods, when there 
is one great and all-ſufficient Interceſſor 
provided for us at the throne of Grace? 
and thus force the indiſcriminating lower 
claſs into a needleſs, but dreadful idolatry ? 
And did not idolatry bring deſtruction up- 
on the Jewiſh nation ? W hat ſhall we ſay 
of your calling the Bleſſed Virgin the mo- 
tber of God, making her in that ſenſe an 
object of divine worſhip, and offering 
prayers to her as if ſhe were an omnipre- 

ſent goddeſs, who was but a mere good 
woman ? Neither our Saviour, nor the 
Apoſtles, ſhewed her any particular reſpect 
and peculiar honour ; perhaps, becauſe 
they would not countenance any ſuperſti- 
tious practices on her account. 

What ſeems next to follow upon reflec- 
tion, and bears a correſponding analogy, 
is the doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation ; that 
wondrous operation of the prieſt ! a ſub- 
jet which, it is aſtoniſhing, ſhould be- 
come one of the firſt principles of a pom- 

C pous 


( ww } 


pous religion among a learned and an en- 
lightened Clergy, who, with a daring 


hand, have boldly added to ſublime myſ- £ 


teries, the moſt neceſſary to ſalvation, a 
moſt needleſs and myſterious doctrine, 
which in its nature appears to be at once 
both abſurd, ridiculous, and abominable! 
abſurd, by the prieſt's mumbling over a 
few words to convert a wafer or piece of 
bread into the body of our bleſſed Saviour! 
ridiculous, in firſt making a god, and 
then giving it to the credulous devotees to 
eat! abominable, in obliging the congre- 
gation, when the bell rings at the eleva- 
tion of the hoſt, to fall down on their 
knees, and worſhip this conſecrated wafer 
as the Eternal and Almighty God ! Is it 
not offered again on an altar as a propiti- 
atory ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt? And for 
what good? Has he not made, long before, 
a full and perfect ſacrifice and ſatisfaction 
for the ſins of the whole world? And why 
pretend to offer him again? Can the ſoul, 
ſtained and polluted with guilt, believe 
there is a kind of ſanctity in the ceremony 
to cleanſe it from impurity ? What benefit 
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can ariſe, could we even eat his real fleſh, 
and drink the real blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
when himſelf declared to a carnal people, 
who followed him for more loaves and 
Aſhes, THAT THE FLESH SIGNIFIES No- 
' THING, IT 1S THE SPIRIT ? Why then lead 
your infatuated congregations into ſuch 
dangerous labyrinths, not to ſay wicked 
ceremonies, but to load and bind them in 
the dreadful chains of ſuperſtition, the 
more ſecurely to enſlave them? and, as 
provident ſhepherds, the more eaſily to 
fleece the flocks thus enfolded? And why 
deny them the cup which was given them 
by our Saviour ? 

This leads me to caſt a retroſpective 
view on the falſe miracles of the Romiſh 
Church. To mention them in order is 
needleſs, the taſk invidious. This letter 
means not to blacken the parent Church, 
nor to reproach its Holy Father, who could 
not prevent what his better judgement 
could not approve. Alas! it is with great 
pain I am to ſpeak of the depravity of hu- 
man nature, when it proudly diveſts itſelf 
of the ſanctions of Religion. Before this 
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ſevere ſcourge of war ſwept away the de- 
bauched, what were the /:terat;, the rich, 
and the nobles, of all the nations of the 


Roman-catholic perſuaſion ? Were they 


not the moſt voluptuous people on the 
face of the earth, bringing, by the exercift 
of genius, taſte, and fortune, all kinds of 
ſenſuality, vice, and debauchery, into a 
moſt regular and delightful ſyſtem ? Did 
they not ridicule religion as political prieft- 
craft; and, fearleſs of hereafter, rejoice 
in the mortality of the ſoul ? 

But how was the Romiſh Church, it 


may be aſked, the occafion of ſuch aban- 


doned profligacy, which inculcates virtue, 
and denounces vice, by the ſacred ſanc- 
tions of divine rewards and puniſhment? 
Alas! was it not from the vile fictitious 
miracles, thoſe profanations and mockery 
of the heavenly operations, the develo- 
ping of which by gainſayers appeared to 
falſify the glorious miracles wrought by 
our Saviour in proof of his heavenly miſſion, 
and of his own divinity, as well as for the 
benefit of afflicted mortals? And from 
which they drew this concluſion, that the 
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whole ſyſtem of Chriſtjanity, which is 
founded on miracles, was nothing elſe but 
prieſtcraft, falſehood, and impoſture, in 
order to dupe and enflave mankind, and 
aggrandize themſelves! Thus they freed 
themſelves both from religion and mora- 
lity, ſunk in the depths of criminality, and 
became many of them at laſt extermina- 
ted. If this picture is exaggerated, it is 
not ſo by deſign. Nay, if we extend this 
idea to its proper limits, may we not ſay, 
that theſe very philoſophers, theſe Iumi- 
nati, unreſtrained by religion, and un- 
fhackled by morality, laid, ſnake-like, the 
very eggs that produced the horrid mon- 
ſters of faction, irreligion, rebellion, and 
maſſacre, which in this terrible war is now 


deſolating the Roman-catholic ſtates, 


kingdoms, and empires. 

Though, from the pride, ambition, and 
fuperſtitious rites of papal Rome, there 
was ſome ſhadow of excuſe for theſe men 
of faſhion and men of philoſophic letters 
to imagine that the whole ſyſtem of its re- 
ligion was the deluſions of prieſtcraft ; yet 


what can be ſaid for the vain infidels of 


Britain, 


( 2 


Britain, where the Chriſtian ſyſtem is eſta- 
bliſhed in its utmoſt purity, and defended 
by ſome of the moſt learned, moſt wiſe, 
and moſt virtuous of men, who, by the 
force of Truth, have beaten all its adver- 
ſaries from the field of argument, to ſhel- 
ter themſelves in the dark haunts of Rr 
dicule! 

Is it not aſtoniſhing there ſhould be in 
human nature a diſpoſition to ſacrifice the 
hapes of immortal happineſs to the pride 
of ſuperior thinking, and ſet itſelf againſt a 
ſublime, plan revealed from Heaven, be- 
gauſe its ſhallow reaſon cannot compre- 
hend its amazing fitneſs, truth, and pro- 
priety? Did not the great St. John ſay 
to his pupil Pope, there is ſuch vaſt uti- 
lity in Chriſtianity, that the man who da- 
red depreciate it was an enemy to ſociety?“ 
And yet that very Bolingbroke left 5ool. 
to Mallet for the publication of the works 
he wrote againſt it. Such is the love of 
even poſthumous fame, the affectation of 
ſingularity, and the pride of going againſt 
the common ſtream. 


W hat 


C 23 9 
What then ſhall be ſaid of the deliberate 
Hume and florid Gibbon, thoſe maſters of 
every hiſtory but that which is only worth 
ſtudying ? for its whole tendency in the 
grand concatenation, from the fall of man 


| to his reſtoration by a glorious perſonage, 


is to render mankind good, virtuous, and 
happy here, that they may be completely 
ſo hereafter : all which theſe great philo- 


ſophers, theſe fine writers, theſe exalted 


geniuſes, deny, refuſe, and give up, for the 
elevated bubble of empty fame ! But, do 
they not run the hazard of a dreadful ba- 
niſhment from the glorious ſeats of immor- 
tality, which they have ſo haughtily re- 
jected? This, with a vengeance, is felling 
a noble birthright for a miſerable meſs of 
pottage ! 

And what is profane hiſtory but the 
gueſs. of probability, founded on general 
facts, and dubious cauſes partially related, 
too oft the fabrication of plauſible falſe- 
hood; while Sacred Hiſtory is the record 
of undeviating Truth, inſpired by Omni- 
ſcience, and flowing from the pure foun- 
tain of verity? Witneſs the fall of the Af- 
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ſyrian empire, Jeruſalem, and Tyre, that 
proud, commercial city, foretold long be. 


fore their deſtruction. 

1 ſhall but barely mention the prodi- 
gious and extenſive power, pride, ambi- 
tion, and cruelty, of former Popes ; ; Who, 
though notoriouily guilty of various crimes, 
aſſumed the godlike title of Infallibility ! 
But, as if ſtruck by the thunderbolt of 


Heaven, they are falling faſt into the grave 


of oblivion, never more to riſe again. But 
there is a power arrogated to the ſituation, 
that fulminated excommunications againſt 
thoſe who diſbelieved or withſtood the 
dogmas of the Church, conſigning them as 
hereticks to utter damnation ; allowing no 
oaths, however ſolemnly ſworn, to be 
binding with hereticks; and that, on cer- + 
tain occaſions, to murder them was doing 
their duty to God ! This cruel ſyſtem now 
indeed lies dormant, the claws and teeth 


of the former old tiger being cloſely drawn; 
and he becomes harmleſs in proportion as 


he has loſt the power to be tyrannic. 

Of a piece to this horrid ſyſtem is that 

of the terrific —_— where the moſt 
cruel 
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cruel ſpecies of mock-juſtice was carried 
on by the moſt unfeeling monſters of pol- 
luted religion. Nay, when they had con- 
| ſigned the poor devoted wretches to be 
burnt alive at the Auto de FE, ſuch was 
the cruel farce, that the moſt delicate la- 
dies of their communion were ſuperin- 
duced to behold the ſolemn barbaric rites 
with hard-hearted and unfeeling attention, 
amidſt the ſcreams too oft of ſuffering in- 
nocence ! The Inquiſition ſtill exiſts, be- 
cauſe not interdicted, though it is now 
only the ſhadow of what it was; yet it 
holds up the ſcourge of Terror, though not 
in that ferocious manner which marks the 
bloody footſteps of France in ſimilar ou 
ceedings. 

The magnificent palace of the Popes 
becomes now a den of thieves; and its 
moſt worldly-wiſe conclave of cardinals 
are like the unſubſtantial images of a 
dream. They were the fabricators of a 
new ſyſtem of ſuperſtitious religion, and 
the directors of the conſcience of human 
creatures, liable to error, fond of indul- 
eing criminal Paſſions, and ardently deſi- 
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rous of pardon from an offended Deity. 
Of this they took a proud and mercenary 
advantage! Hence they declared that the 
holy head of the Church was not only in- 
fallible, but that he poſſeſſed the keys of 
heaven and hell, with power to conſign 
whom he pleaſed either to the regions of 
bliſs or miſery! With this they enjoined to 
all ranks of people auricular confeſſion; by 
which they, by degrees, obtained the ſe- 
crets of all families in full poſſeſſion, par- 


ticularly when the Jeſuits were in pleni- 


tude of power. That Society, conſiſting 
of men of genius, learning, and talents, 
was the moſt artfully-political ſeminary 
that ever exiſted, by which they became 


dangerous even to kings, who at length 


obliged the amiable Ganganelli to ſuppreſs 
them ; at which the world rejoiced as at a 
happy deliverance. 

What neceſſarily follows from the fore» 
going ſet of facts is, that moſt aſtoniſhing 
as well as profitable traffick, the ſale of 
Indulgences; by which, obtained for a 


ſufficient ſum of money, the moſt profli- 


gate libertine might purchaſe the liberty 
— 
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of committing various crimes againſt the 
laws of God and man, and then be by the 
kind prieſt ſo abſolved as to be declared as 
ſpotleſs as an infant! This was the rock 
on which the Church of Rome ſplit, and 
by which it was reprobated by the whole 
Chriſtian world. If Lucifer himſelf had 
been incarcerated in a human form, could 
he, as an enemy both to God and man, 
have invented and practiſed any thing 
more deteſtable? It was then that awa- 
kened Truth, ſtarting from her couch of 
ſoft repoſe, threw the bright rays of hea- 
venly light into the dark profound of Su- 
perſtition, that diſcovered ſuch abomina- 
tions of the ſcarlet whore as aſtoniſhed all 
the world, and liberated millions from her 
tyrannic ſway. Hence a prieſt of the Ro- 
miſh church, ſtruck with ſhame and re- 
morſe at the vile trade, and ſearching far- 
ther into other enormities, nobly, from his 
conſcience, his love of God, and duty to 
mankind, renounced the execrable con- 
nection, and, in the face of the moſt ter- 
rible danger, publiſhed to the ſurrounding 
world its inſidious doctrine, and expoſed 
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its licentious practice ; revealed its d 


hypocriſy, and brought to light its tyran- 
nic ambition, to enſlave unhappy mortals, 


and enrich itſelf. Thus the eyes of a 


hood-winked and deluded people were 
opened to the light of Truth, which flaſhed 
conviction through the dark regions of Ig. 
norance; and ſoon an extenſive feparation 


of the moſt worthy part of Roman-Catho- 


licks took place from the Church of Rome, 
proteſting againſt its ſuperſtition. 
Though this great man, by dividing 


himſelf from his corrupted church, per- 


formed the moſt exalted ſervice to his fe}- 
low-creatures groaning beneath a ſpiritual 
deſpotiſm ; yet now at this time, alone, 
what generous prieſt, penetrating the pro- 
found deception of his communion, can 
dare to break the tenfold chain of its ha- 
bits, and fly from its proviſion, precarious 
as it is, when he would moſt ſurely meet 
perſecution, and find difficulty in procu- 


Ting ſubſiſtence, with little chance of gain- 


ing proſelytes among his infatuated bre- 


 thren to his alteration of opinion! There- 


fore, moſt holy Father, the glorious refor- 
mation 


- 
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mation in the Church of Rome on thee 
depends. It ſeems reſerved for thee—or 
elſe, tottering to its fall, Fate hovers round 
to overwhelm it in deſtruction. The great 
and good Ganganelli was perſuaded by 
kings and princes to diſſolve that ſeminary 
of danger to the world, the Jeſuits ; by 
which he gained an immortal reputation. , 
Then let awakened hope expect that you, 
holy Father, by a better influence, the in- 
ſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, will have the 
eyes of your underſtanding opened, ac- 
companied by reſolution of ſoul, to eradi- 
cate the errors, the falſe doctrine, and the 
vile practices, that have by degrees, ſince 
the primitive ſyſtem, crept in, and mingled 
themſelves with, the orthodox religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is both God and man, and 
the glorious Saviour of a loit world. Haſte 
to begin, O holy Father, before it is too 


late! nor leave the deſirable work to the 


devaſtation of the wicked, which is often 
the ſword of God. Much have they done, 


and they ſeem on the wing to complete 
What they began ; ſuch ſtupor, as it were 
Preparatory to their fall, is thrown on ſur- 


rounding 


* 
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rounding princes, who, one by one, meanly 
ſuffer themſelves to fall, almoſt juſtly ge. 
graded ; and who, both timid and jealous, 
will not arouſe and exert an heroic ſpirit 
in their own defence againſt atrocious foes. 


Though, from your great age, you tread 


on the vaſt verge of eternity, yet power 
ſtill remains for you to benefit the Euro- 
pean world in a moſt eſſential point, and 
that is, to obliterate all that your con- 
ſcience and better judgement will ſhew 


you is wrong, inſidiouſly engrafted by the 
| baſe hand of Superſtition, in the dark ages 


of your Church, on your communion, 
which have ſtained your rites with the 
deepeſt dye, and thrown your votaries into 
ſpiritual diſtreſs and carnal wretchedneſs. 
To ſome it may appear an extraordi- 
nary deduction, that the profane French 
are permitted to be a ſcourge to the Ro- 
man-Catholicks as a puniſhment for their 
idolatry and ſuperſtition ; and that, if they 
were totally obliterated, peace would be 
reſtored in the unhappy kingdoms, and 
the deteſtable ſcourge itfelf deſtroyed. But, 


nin reaſoning upon any ſubject, it is en- 


6 tirely 
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tirely admiſſible to argue by analogy. 
Hence thoſe, who are converſant in ſacred 
and profane hiſtory, will, in the firſt, per- 
ceive that, when the Jewiſh people ming- 
led idolatrous worſhip with the true reli- 
gion, giving themſelves to adore any thing 
contrary to the laws promulgated from 
Heaven, a terrible deſtruction was brought 
down upon their devoted nation; and. 
when the hand of Repentance demoliſhed 
the ſymbols of their folly, and they re- 
turned to the true religion, they were re- 
ſtored to peace, plenty, and happineſs. 
With reſpe& to profane hiſtory, it evi- 
dently appears, that when, by peace, proſ- 
perity, and riches, a nation by degrees in- 
dulged themſelves in luxury, irreligion, 
and vice, it produced and cheriſhed the 
ſeeds of faction within, and, without, in- 
vited an invaſion of an aſpect the moſt 
threatening. This deduction from the 
premiſes may then be fairly drawn ; that, 
as the Romiſh Church has interwoven an 
idolatrous. worſhip into the very texture of 
the true religion of Chriſt ; and that the 

nations which profeſſed the Popiſh ſyſtem 


gave 


= 


gave themſelves up as voluntary ſlaves te 
vice and voluptuouſneſs, which were no- 


' torious in regard to the Italian and French 


nobility ; - the dreadful armies of French 
locuſts are permitted by Providence in ſe. 
vere punition to the folly of diſobedience, 
and to effect a happy alteration in the 
Church and manners. 

Therefore, holy Father, I verily believe, 


chat, if I were in your elevated rank in 
the church, whole worldly grandeur is 


depreſſed, with nothing to hope for here, 
and on the brink of the grave, looking up- 
wards for a bleſſed hereafter, 1 ſhould ex- 
ert the ſhort hours of life to aboliſh the 
pride, idolatry, and ſuperſtition in the 
Romiſh Church, however they crept in 
unawares, or were foſtered by the proud 
deſign of prieſtcraft : and I ſhould ſtrive 
to reſtore the religion of Chriſt to the 
ſtandard of its original purity. And me- 
thinks I ſee you begin the ſacred work, by 
Heaven inſpired. So ſhall we hope, the 
fatal cauſe of heavenly averſion removed, 
that the diſpleaſure of Providence will be 
averted; and, now the fierce avenger's 


cup 


(4 ) 

_ Eup of wickedneſs is filling, chat He will 
throw a ſtumbling- block in their terrific 
progreſs, which may daſh them into the 
confuſion of deep difaſter, and ſink them 
down the gulf of that perdition they have 
inflicted on others with the ferocity of ti- 
gers and the malice of demons. 

That there is a bad ſuperſtition i in your 
Church, you and common ſenfe muſt ac- 
knowledge ; and your worthy mind muſt 
have ſhuddered at its former effects, now 
quaſhed by the hoſtile foot. of Im piety. 
And why not rectify it? What have you 
to fear, in doing both to God and man ſuch 
eſſential ſervice ? Therefore, "moſt holy 
Father, 1 (a Layman) beſeech you, if not 


os wa to take upon yourſelf the glorious 
of 'Reſtorer of the pure Religion of 


Chriſt; and, like another Hezekiah, chaſe 


away the vain idols of faints, crucifixes, 
and tranſubſtantiation, which have made 


your people to fin, and firmly eſtabliſh 


Religion in its native purity, and the ori- 
ginal ſimplicity of apoſtolic times. 


mention a few things, without comment, 
* which 
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After ſpecifying ſo much, I ſhall berely | 
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which are ſunk in the depreſſion of timg 
and chance ſuch as the works of ſuper- 
erogation; prayers and maſſes for the dead, 
to releaſe the ſinner from purgatory; re- 
liques ; extreme unction; ſolemn proceſ- 
ſions of the hoſt; the prieſt in his own 
perſon abſolving the ſinner from his guilt ; 
the ſervice of the Church being performed 
in a language totally unknown to the ge- 
nerality of the congregation, that, while 
Tgnorance is the mother of devotion, it 
may be the ſlave of proud ambition; and 
the almoſt deification of a new-made Pops. 
But moſt of theſe, though little uſed, are 
fill in force, becauſe not interdicted. 

There is a grand idea ariſing upon the 
ſuppoſition that the prophecies are now 
fulfilling, which predicate not only the 
deſtruction of Popery, but the extirpation 
of Mahometaniſm, and the calling of the 
Jews: The declarations of the Prophets 
are upon a more extenſive ſcale, and indi- 
cate the calling of the whole world to the 
worſhip of the true God through a divine 
Mediator. This would be a moſt glorious 
plan if it were to take ** and the ſpi- 


rit 
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wit of its doctrine could animate its pro- 
feſſors to imitate the bright example of 
the meek, the holy, and moſt virtuous, 
Jeſus Chriſt ; the tenour of whoſe conduct 
was benevolence, and the temper of whoſe 
mind was goodneſs, 

The prophecies concerning the fall of the 
Aſſyrian empire; the deſtruction of Babylon 
by Cyrus; the total ruin of that emporium 
of commerce, the haughty Tyre and Sidon; 
the demolition of the temple of Jeruſalem, 
and diſperſion of the Jews; have been li- 
terally fulfilled in a manner the moſt ſur- 
prizing : and, therefore, there is all the 
reaſon in the world to expect that the 
other prophecies will likewiſe be accom- 
pliſhed. The difficulty is, to fix the time 
when, as they are couched in myſterious 
terms. Some of the learned in this ſtudy 
have conſtrued them to point out to times 
like theſe ; and there is certainly ſomething 
very ſurprizing going forward in the line 
of devaſtation marked out by the ſword of 
France; the principles of pretended li- 
berty they go upon being like the pretend- 

ed religion of Mahomet ; and the vaſt ar- 
E 2 mies 
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mies they may congregate in their e, 
perhaps, through the Turkiſh and Perſian 
empires, may brig about an almoſt uni- 
verſal revolution. But it may be aſked, 
how is it poſſible that the French in 
conqueſts, ſuppoſe them to border on uni- 

verſal monarchy, ſhall operate to eſtabliſh 
| the Chriſtian religion, who have no more 


religion. than a tiger, and no more mora- 
oY. than a wild boar ? To this it may 


ſa ely be replied, that Providence fre- 


quently ſuffers, and makes uſe of, the moſt 
deſpicable inſtruments to carry on his pur- 
poles, and then he throws them aſide. In 
Sacred Hiſtory we find this frequently veri- 
fied, one nation being raiſed up to deſtroy 
.or puniſh another for its wickedneſs, par- 
ticularly in regard to the Jews, who them- 
ſelyes were led by a miraculous hand ta 
exterminate a people when the meaſure of 

their crimes was full, and to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of their land; the very ſame bap- 
pening long after to them, for their crimi- 
nality. And when Providence has ſuffered 
the wicked unwittingly to carry forward 
its plans, he often daſhes bar aſide with 


a de- 
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Aa deſtroyer's hand, raiſing up the worthy 
and the good to complete what they 
began. 
From this, it certainly behoves the pre. 
ſent age, at this awful criſis, to be peculi- 
arly circumſpect in regard to their con- 
duct in life, that they may be ready to re- 
ceive the diſpenſations of Providence with 
becoming fortitude; and, clothed in the 
complete armour of preparation, to meet 
even the grim tyrant Death, who is com- 
miſſioned to break open the priſon· door of 
mortality, and liberate the ſpirit, that it 
may explore its native regions beyond the 
ſkies. 
When the intellectual powers review the 
magnificent ſyſtem of the world, and the 
formation of man, it muſt advert to the 
idea of an Almighty Creator; and it at 
naturally follows, that what he created he 
ſuperintends. That He is perfectly good 
and powerful is proved, the firſt, from the 
nature of his exiſtence, and the laſt, from 
his glorious works; therefore, the origin 
of evil ariſes from the offence of diſobe- 
flience, which it is juſt ſhould meet puni- 


tion, 
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tion, to bring back the offender to recti- 
tude, and keep the good and worthy firmly 
in their happy ſtations. Hence deſtructive 
wars ariſe, and are permitted, to produce 
ſome greater good. For, if the crimes of 
a- nation are not corrected, the evil will 
extend itſelf ; but, by the ſeverity of pu- 
niſhment, their eyes will open to ſee their 
folly, and their better judgement will de- 
termine them to reformation. Thus, the 
end of thoſe evils being completed, the 
miſeries they ſuffered will, like a tempeſt, 
ſubſide, and give place to the delightful 
ſerenity of a calm, that will preſent the 
moſt charming proſpects. This was in- 
ſtanced by the Ninevites, who repented, 
and were forgiven. 

By parity of reaſon, this brings us home 
to the main ſubject, which is, to eſtabliſh 
an idea that theſe deſtructive wars aroſe 
from, and are directed to ſweep away, the 
ſuperſtitious practices of Popery. And, 
ſecondly, if the head of the Romiſh Church 
will aboliſh all that is wrong, and ſtrive to 
eſtabliſh all that is right in religion and 
2 that then, the grand deſignation of 
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Providence being anſwered, all the evils 
by which we are ſurrounded will, like the 
darkneſs of night at the approach of the 
riſing ſun, be diſperſed, and peace and 
happineſs reſtored in the regions of ſuffer- 
ing Europe. The trial is of neceſſity the 
labour is of love. It cannot produce any 
thing bad. It may open the way to great 
good, and be a happy means of turning the 
ſword of the deſtroying angel againſt the 
vile inſtruments that Providence employed 
to puniſh the perverſe ; which was the caſe 
of the Aſſyrians, the Babylonians, and Ro- 

28 . 
It is hard to ſacrifice pride to humility, 
publiſh a confeſſion of error, and turn 
headſtrong Nature from the folly of wrong- 
accuſtomed habits; but, if tenacious of 
old, but bad cuſtoms, forms, and cere- 
monies, ſupine, and obſtinately blind, the 
Papal Church will not purify itfelf from 
its infection, the malignity of the'diſorder 
is ſuch, that, debilitated- as it has been, a 
conſumption long having taken place, it 
no totters to its terrible diſſolution. If, 
holy Father, nor you nor your conclave of 
Cardinals 


Think of the days of Noah, when Sin 
opened the floodgates of Heaven, pouring 


from 
that fell x 


prodigious caſcades; while aquatic: ven- 


ing on the aſtoniſhed earth in 


geance burſt open the mighty caverns be. 
low, whence ſtreams impetuous ruſhed 
amid ' terrific whirlwinds, and covered 
the globe with one vaſt ſheet'of water with 
all its wicked inhabitants, involved in one 
vaſt ruination! | 
Think too the dire effects of ſin—of 
the: laſt, the great, the dreadful; Day of 
Judgement. Then, terrible in all the ma- 
jeſty of heaven, Meſſiah will appear, en- 
throned in glory amidſt his angelic hoſt! 
What will the proud, the ſinner 
feel! What muſt be his agony, his dire 
_ deſpair, when his doom is paſſed | when 
the. deſolating angel, with fire-eyed Ven- 
geance in his train, hurls from the ftore- 
m 060 _ lightning prodigious _ 
bolts, 
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ting clouds immenſe rivers, - 
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bolts, that ſtrike the ſhuddering earth to 
its centre, while he rains down torrents of 
globe on fire. Then its glorious temples, 
noble palaces, delightful retreats, and all 
its glittering riches, will, amidſt tremen- 
dous fire and ſmoke, expire—to ſhew the 
vanity of temporal grandeur, and the folly 
of impious diſobedience. 
Then this terreſtrial globe may — 
one prodigious volcano, vomiting fire from 
every pore. All its ignitable particles and 
immenſe combuſtibles, being thus ſet in a 
vaſt blaze, will to men and angels ſhew 
itſelf a wondrous planetary conflagration. 
Thus rendered a deſtined receptacle for 
the ſtubborn ſons of diſobedience, now 
condemned to experience the ſufferings 
they had long derided, this immenſe ball 
of fire, with all its tortured millions, may, 
like a fiery comet, be impelled by Power 
Divine, and launched into the illimitable 
ocean of ſpace, viſit ten thouſand ſyſtems 
of happy worlds, and proclaim: to the ad- 
moniſhed univerſe, THIS AMAZING VORTEX 
OF FIRE is THE SAD EFFECTS OF DISOBE- 
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preves. Miniſters of grace, poſting on 
the wings of love, may explain the dread- 


ful phænomenon to the liſtening univerſe, 
tell the ſad tale of the fatal lapſe, and 


give ideas of an unknown world of puni- 


tion; that, by heavenly grace, they may 
be enabled to keep, and for ever to enjoy, 
their happy and glorious ranks in the vaſt 
ſcale of exiſtence, and be prepared againſt 
ſimilar effuſions of pride, vanity, and re- 
bellious difobedience; for, there is not 
one intelligent being, though ever ſo glo- 
rious, that is abſolutely perfect, except the 
eternal, good, and gracious God. 
O! then, moſt holy Father, with the 
mild candour of Chriſtian humility, nobly 
abjure a corrupt and perfidious ſyſtem, 
that, while it pretends to be in affiance 
with the bleſſed Saviour of mankind, is 
inimical to the purity of His ſublime doc- 
trine, and the tenour of His moſt holy re- 
ligion! Pardon this reiteration ; it is only 
to enforce the main object: if I fail, I reſt 
under the idea that I have done my duty. 
If, moſt holy Father, you do not poſ- 
ſeſs a coincidence of ideas with thoſe [ 
humbly 
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humbly offer to your conſideration, my 
mind rejoices in the hope I have done my 
duty, free from ſiniſter views; and, in 
endeavouring to do it, I believe I am juſ- 


tified by the analogy drawn from the hiſ- 


tory of ages, and the fall of empires. And 
I beg you will do me the juſtice to believe, 
I never meant the leaſt diſreſpe& to your 


Holineſs; but that I waft to you my beſt 


wiſhes for your happineſs in this world, 
and everlaſting bliſs in the regions where 
reſide the bleſſed ſpirits ; being, moſt holy 
Father, with all reverence and humility, - 


Your dutiful 
and moſt abodient 
ſon and ſervant, 


CHRISTOPHILUS. 


5 


